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 The California Public Utilities Commission and the People of the State of 

California (“California”) have provided valid justification for an extension of time 

beyond the current target date of June 22, 2005, to comply with the Commission’s new 

Lifeline/Link-Up certification rules.  See Report and Order and Further Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking, 19 FCC Rcd 8302 (2004).1  In particular, California has shown 

that additional time is needed to select a third-party administrator for this program.  Use 

of such an independent administrator to perform certification duties will help ensure that 

eligible individuals are quickly and efficiently certified and placed on the Lifeline/Link-

Up programs. 

 The alternative to using a third party would be for each of the more than thirty 

separate local exchange carriers operating in California to operate its own certification 

program.  This would not only be inefficient, it could lead to considerable variation in the 

degree to which individuals are screened to ensure eligibility.  A single administrator 

                                            
1  Request of the California Public Utilities Commission and the People of the State of 
California for an Extension of Time (filed March 22, 2005) (“Request”). 



would avoid these potential pitfalls and lead to a more economical and equitable 

program. 

 As California has shown, however, retaining a third-party certifier requires the 

state to comply with time-consuming procurement laws and regulations.  See Request at 

4-6.  California states that this process could not be completed before September, and the 

certification process could not be in place before early 2006.  See id.2  As a result, 

California requests additional time beyond the current deadline. 

 Grant of the requested extension would allow California to implement the 

Commission’s changes in the most efficient manner, to the benefit of eligible individuals 

and of the carriers, such as Verizon California, whose customers will receive 

Lifeline/Link-Up support.  Accordingly, the Commission should grant the request. 
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2  California states that additional time is also needed to adopt needed rule changes to 
implement the Commission’s requirements.  See Request at 7-9. 


